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from above. It must be done from the bottom. So long as
the people want their problems to be solved for them,
they must be prepared to obey, to follow blindly, to be
regimented. On the contrary', if they want freedom, they
must prove that they are capable of being free. They
can do that by declaring that as human beings they can
do whatever they expect others to do for them. They
may not be able to rebuild the whole of Indian economy.
But they can indicate the way. It is the formation of
local co-operative organisations as the nuclei of a new
system of economy. There is no reason why the govern-
ment should not encourage popular initiative. Without
doubting the sincerity of its professions and intentions,
we must persevere in appealing to its good sense, while
doing things on our own initiative.

They say that economic prosperity of India is con-
ditional on her ability to build up heavy industries.
But they also say that the condition cannot be created
with India's own resources. She requires foreign aid.
But dollars are not coming. What are we to do? Can
we do without them? We can. To point out how, is
the purpose of our statement on a new approach to the
problems of economic reconstruction.

Consistently with the'belief, based on the knowledge
that man is essentially rational, we appeal to the govern-
ment with the hope that it may change its policy. At
the sam<* time, we say that popular initiative is not
precluded by whatever the government may or may not
do.
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